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http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2014/02/03/statement-press-secretary-presidents-travel-kingdom-saudi-arabia-march-2
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2014/02/03/statement-press-secretary-presidents-travel-kingdom-saudi-arabia-march-2
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2014/02/03/statement-press-secretary-presidents-travel-kingdom-saudi-arabia-march-2
http://www.newyorker.com/online/blogs/newsdesk/2013/11/why-the-iran-deal-scares-saudi-arabia.html
http://www.newyorker.com/online/blogs/newsdesk/2013/11/why-the-iran-deal-scares-saudi-arabia.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2013/12/16/syria-s-saudi-jihadist-problem.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2013/12/16/syria-s-saudi-jihadist-problem.html
http://icrd.org/saudi-arabia/
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A National Security Problem 

The promotion of international 

religious freedom is a priority for 

President Obama, and it is a priority 

for me.  

 --Sec. John Kerry
”

“

http://www.state.gov/secretary/20092013clinton/rm/2012/07/195782.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/20092013clinton/rm/2012/07/195782.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/remarks/2013/05/209678.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/remarks/2013/05/209678.htm
http://www.whitehouse.gov/photos-and-video/video/2014/02/06/president-obama-speaks-2014-national-prayer-breakfast#transcript
http://www.whitehouse.gov/photos-and-video/video/2014/02/06/president-obama-speaks-2014-national-prayer-breakfast#transcript
http://www.whitehouse.gov/photos-and-video/video/2014/02/06/president-obama-speaks-2014-national-prayer-breakfast#transcript
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/04/AR2010060404271.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/04/AR2010060404271.html
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A Full Evaluation 
 

T 

http://www.9-11commission.gov/report/911Report.pdf
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/07/27/AR2009072701384.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/07/27/AR2009072701384.html
http://www.memri.org/report/en/0/0/0/0/0/0/1255.htm
http://www.memri.org/report/en/0/0/0/0/0/0/1255.htm
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/2008/nea/119126.htm
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/2009/nea/136079.htm
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/2009/127357.htm
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/right-turn/2011/01/hannah_rosenthal_and_combattin.html
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/right-turn/2011/01/hannah_rosenthal_and_combattin.html
http://icrd.org/saudi-arabia/
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The Content of the Books 

 

T  The study began with the intent of 

publishing its results. 

  --Douglas Johnston

“
”

http://icrd.org/saudi-arabia/
http://www.saudiembassy.net/latest_news/news05141302.aspx
http://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/resources/2013%20USCIRF%20Annual%20Report%20(2).pdf)
http://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/resources/2013%20USCIRF%20Annual%20Report%20(2).pdf)
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Selective Criticism 
 

T 

Kill the person who changes his 

religion… for there is no benefit in 

keeping them alive. 

-- Language from a 10th grade Islamic 

law textbook

“
”

http://www.saudigazette.com.sa/index.cfm?method=home.regcon&contentid=20130508164754
http://www.saudigazette.com.sa/index.cfm?method=home.regcon&contentid=20130508164754
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/2012/nea/208410.htm
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Questions on Cooperation 

 

 

 
 

King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia 

 

http://www.njdc.org/blog/post/rosenthal070811
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/israelis-unhappy-with-study-of-their-textbooks-and-palestinians/2013/02/03/f471e042-6e3d-11e2-ac36-3d8d9dcaa2e2_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/israelis-unhappy-with-study-of-their-textbooks-and-palestinians/2013/02/03/f471e042-6e3d-11e2-ac36-3d8d9dcaa2e2_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/israelis-unhappy-with-study-of-their-textbooks-and-palestinians/2013/02/03/f471e042-6e3d-11e2-ac36-3d8d9dcaa2e2_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/israelis-unhappy-with-study-of-their-textbooks-and-palestinians/2013/02/03/f471e042-6e3d-11e2-ac36-3d8d9dcaa2e2_story.html
http://www.cfr.org/radicalization-and-extremism/fight-against-extremism-search-peace-rush-transcript-federal-news-service-inc/p8908
http://www.cfr.org/radicalization-and-extremism/fight-against-extremism-search-peace-rush-transcript-federal-news-service-inc/p8908
http://www.cfr.org/radicalization-and-extremism/fight-against-extremism-search-peace-rush-transcript-federal-news-service-inc/p8908
http://www.saudiembassy.net/archive/2006/speeches/page52.aspx
http://www.saudiembassy.net/archive/2006/speeches/page52.aspx
http://www.saudiembassy.net/archive/2006/speeches/page43.aspx
http://www.saudiembassy.net/archive/2006/speeches/page43.aspx
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Protecting the Saudis 
 

T 

 We eliminated what might be 

perceived as intolerance from old text 

books that were in our system. 

--Prince Turki al-Faisal

“
”

http://www.saudiembassy.net/archive/2003/transcript/Page21.aspx
http://www.saudiembassy.net/archive/2003/transcript/Page21.aspx
http://www.saudiembassy.net/archive/2005/transcript/Page14.aspx
http://www.saudiembassy.net/archive/2005/transcript/Page14.aspx
https://web.archive.org/web/20050424094642/http:/saudiembassy.net/2005News/Statements/TransDetail.asp?cIndex=512
https://web.archive.org/web/20050424094642/http:/saudiembassy.net/2005News/Statements/TransDetail.asp?cIndex=512
https://web.archive.org/web/20050424094642/http:/saudiembassy.net/2005News/Statements/TransDetail.asp?cIndex=512
https://www.wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/08RIYADH942_a.html
https://www.wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/08RIYADH942_a.html
http://www.jta.org/2011/07/07/news-opinion/united-states/u-s-state-dept-to-study-saudi-texts
http://www.jta.org/2011/07/07/news-opinion/united-states/u-s-state-dept-to-study-saudi-texts
http://www.jta.org/2011/07/07/news-opinion/united-states/u-s-state-dept-to-study-saudi-texts
https://www.wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/07RIYADH628_a.html
https://www.wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/07RIYADH628_a.html
http://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/resources/stories/PDFs/PolicyFocus_SaudiArabia_Fall2007.pdf
http://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/resources/stories/PDFs/PolicyFocus_SaudiArabia_Fall2007.pdf
http://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/resources/book%20with%20cover%20for%20web.pdf
http://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/resources/book%20with%20cover%20for%20web.pdf
http://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/resources/2013%20USCIRF%20Annual%20Report%20(2).pdf)
http://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/resources/2013%20USCIRF%20Annual%20Report%20(2).pdf)
http://www.state.gov/secretary/20092013clinton/rm/2009a/09/129536.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/20092013clinton/rm/2009a/09/129536.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/remarks/2013/11/216225.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/remarks/2013/11/216225.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/20092013clinton/rm/2010/02/136789.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/20092013clinton/rm/2010/02/136789.htm
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http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/2004/41731.htm
http://www.gao.gov/assets/250/247783.pdf
http://www.uscirf.gov/news-room/press-releases/uscirf-simply-shocked-state-departments-unwarranted-softening-assessment
http://www.uscirf.gov/news-room/press-releases/uscirf-simply-shocked-state-departments-unwarranted-softening-assessment
http://www.uscirf.gov/news-room/press-releases/uscirf-simply-shocked-state-departments-unwarranted-softening-assessment
https://www.wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/06RIYADH8173_a.html
https://www.wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/06RIYADH8173_a.html
https://www.wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/07RIYADH628_a.html
https://www.wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/07RIYADH628_a.html
https://www.wikileaks.org/plusd/%0bcables/08RIYADH942_a.html
https://www.wikileaks.org/plusd/%0bcables/08RIYADH942_a.html
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The 2006 Saudi Commitment 
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http://www.freedomhouse.org/article/revised-saudi-government-textbooks-still-demonize-christians-jews-non-wahhabi-muslims-and#.UyMsvfldXTo
http://www.freedomhouse.org/article/revised-saudi-government-textbooks-still-demonize-christians-jews-non-wahhabi-muslims-and#.UyMsvfldXTo
http://www.freedomhouse.org/article/revised-saudi-government-textbooks-still-demonize-christians-jews-non-wahhabi-muslims-and#.UyMsvfldXTo
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/%0bnews/opinion/editorials/2006-06-04-opposing-view_x.htm
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/%0bnews/opinion/editorials/2006-06-04-opposing-view_x.htm
https://www.wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/07RIYADH628_a.html
https://www.wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/07RIYADH628_a.html
http://www.hudson.org/content/researchattachments/attachment/931/sauditextbooks2011final.pdf
http://www.hudson.org/content/researchattachments/attachment/931/sauditextbooks2011final.pdf
http://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2006/69197.htm
http://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2006/69197.htm
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-105publ292/pdf/PLAW-105publ292.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-105publ292/pdf/PLAW-105publ292.pdf
http://www.hudson.org/content/researchattachments/attachment/931/sauditextbooks2011final.pdf
http://www.hudson.org/content/researchattachments/attachment/931/sauditextbooks2011final.pdf
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Ninth grade religious studies textbook on monotheism for 2011-2012 
(Photo: Saudi Ministry of Education) 

 

A Structural Problem  

 

T 

http://www.uscirf.gov/news-room/press-releases/saudi-arabia-uscirf-confirms-material-inciting-violence-intolerance-remains
http://www.uscirf.gov/news-room/press-releases/saudi-arabia-uscirf-confirms-material-inciting-violence-intolerance-remains
http://www.uscirf.gov/news-room/press-releases/saudi-arabia-uscirf-confirms-material-inciting-violence-intolerance-remains
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 The anxiety about getting involved in 

these issues crosses party lines. 

-- Michael Posner 

“
”

http://www.religionnews.com/2013/10/16/suzan-johnson-cooke-resign-today-religious-freedom-ambassador/
http://www.religionnews.com/2013/10/16/suzan-johnson-cooke-resign-today-religious-freedom-ambassador/
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/765562973/US-religious-freedom-efforts-split-on-policies-and-structures.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/765562973/US-religious-freedom-efforts-split-on-policies-and-structures.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/765562973/US-religious-freedom-efforts-split-on-policies-and-structures.html
http://www.nationalreview.com/corner/312792/state-department-and-international-religious-freedom-thomas-f-farr
http://www.nationalreview.com/corner/312792/state-department-and-international-religious-freedom-thomas-f-farr
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/religion/commentary-obamas-religious-freedom-record-is-strong/2014/01/21/%0b7dd57e08-82dc-11e3-a273-6ffd9cf9f4ba_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/religion/commentary-obamas-religious-freedom-record-is-strong/2014/01/21/%0b7dd57e08-82dc-11e3-a273-6ffd9cf9f4ba_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/religion/commentary-obamas-religious-freedom-record-is-strong/2014/01/21/%0b7dd57e08-82dc-11e3-a273-6ffd9cf9f4ba_story.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/765562973/US-religious-freedom-efforts-split-on-policies-and-structures.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/765562973/US-religious-freedom-efforts-split-on-policies-and-structures.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/765562973/US-religious-freedom-efforts-split-on-policies-and-structures.html
http://chrissmith.house.gov/uploadedfiles/2011-11-17_religious_freedom_2011_report.pdf
http://chrissmith.house.gov/uploadedfiles/2011-11-17_religious_freedom_2011_report.pdf
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Quiet vs. Public Diplomacy 
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http://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2006/69197.htm
http://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2006/69197.htm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/religion/wanted-a-new-ambassador-at-large-for-religious-freedom/2014/01/15/180ef580-7e32-11e3-97d3-b9925ce2c57b_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/religion/wanted-a-new-ambassador-at-large-for-religious-freedom/2014/01/15/180ef580-7e32-11e3-97d3-b9925ce2c57b_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/religion/wanted-a-new-ambassador-at-large-for-religious-freedom/2014/01/15/180ef580-7e32-11e3-97d3-b9925ce2c57b_story.html
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What Can Be Done? 
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http://voices.washingtonpost.com/right-turn/2010/12/on_july_9_2010_the.html
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/right-turn/2010/12/on_july_9_2010_the.html
http://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/resources/2013%20USCIRF%20Annual%20Report%20(2).pdf)
http://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/resources/2013%20USCIRF%20Annual%20Report%20(2).pdf)
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/2012/nea/208410.htm
http://blogs.wsj.com/middleeast/2013/12/23/some-saudis-see-new-appointments-as-challenge-to-kingdoms-fundamentalists/
http://blogs.wsj.com/middleeast/2013/12/23/some-saudis-see-new-appointments-as-challenge-to-kingdoms-fundamentalists/
http://blogs.wsj.com/middleeast/2013/12/23/some-saudis-see-new-appointments-as-challenge-to-kingdoms-fundamentalists/
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Saudi Minister of Education, Prince Khalid al-Faisal  

http://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/kingdoms_future_saudi_arabia_through_the_eyes_twentysomethings_0.pdf
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/kingdoms_future_saudi_arabia_through_the_eyes_twentysomethings_0.pdf
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/kingdoms_future_saudi_arabia_through_the_eyes_twentysomethings_0.pdf
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB123535163037745007
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB123535163037745007
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/26/opinion/26thu2.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/26/opinion/26thu2.html
http://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2006/69197.htm
http://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2006/69197.htm
http://www.njdc.org/blog/post/rosenthal070811
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About the Foundation for Defense of  Democracies
The Foundation for Defense of  Democracies (FDD) is a non-profit, non-partisan 501(c)3 policy 
institute focusing on foreign policy and national security. Founded in 2001, FDD combines policy 
research, democracy and counterterrorism education, strategic communications and investigative 
journalism in support of  its mission to promote pluralism, defend democratic values and fight the 
ideologies that drive terrorism.

FDD transforms ideas into action and policy by focusing its efforts where opinions are formed and 
decisions are made. FDD holds events throughout the year, including the Leading Thinkers series, 
briefings on Capitol Hill, expert roundtables for public officials, diplomats and military officers, book 
releases, and panel discussions and debates within the policy community.

FDD’s scholars believe that no one should be denied basic human rights including freedom of  
religion, speech and assembly; that no one should be discriminated against on the basis of  race, color, 
religion, sex or national origin; that free and democratic nations have a right to defend themselves and 
an obligation to defend one another; and that terrorism – unlawful and premeditated violence against 
civilians to instill fear and coerce governments or societies – is always wrong and should never be 
condoned.

For more information, please visit www.defenddemocracy.org.
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