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 OPERATOR:  Good day, ladies and gentlemen, and welcome to the Analysis on the Situation in 
Turkey conference call.  At this time, all participants are in listen-only mode.  If at any time during the call 
you require operator assistance, please press star followed by zero and an operator will be happy to assist 
you.   
 
 I would now like to turn the conference over to your host for today, Mr. Boris Zilberman.  Please 
proceed.   
 
 ZILBERMAN:  Good morning.  Thank you for joining this timely call on the situation in Turkey.  My 
name is Boris Zilberman. I'm the Deputy Director of Congressional Relations here at the Foundation for 
Defense of Democracies.   
 
 Before I hand it over to my colleague Jonathan Schanzer, you're welcome to reach out to myself or 
other members of the congressional relations team, Toby Dershowitz and Tyler Stapleton, if you think 
there are any possible congressional responses to the unfolding situation in Turkey and potential 
ramifications.  We, along with the experts on this call, are happy to help you any way we can.   
 
 With that, I turn it over to you, Jonathan.   
 
 SCHANZER:  Thank you, Boris.   
 



 Hi, everyone, and thank you for joining.  It's been certainly a wild weekend, and news continues to 
break and we continue to analyze it.  We are proud here at FDD to have launched a Turkey program 
roughly three years ago and we have been building on it.   
 
 Today's call will feature Ambassador Eric Edelman, who's been a senior counselor to our Turkey 
program.  It will also feature Senior Fellow Aykan Erdemir, who is a former member of the Turkish 
Parliament.  And we are also featuring Merve Tahiroglu, who is a research analyst here at FDD who's been 
instrumental in helping to forward our Turkey work.   
 
 Just a brief synopsis of what we've been following in recent years that would, I think, tee up our 
conversation today.  We have seen a lot of troubling indicators in Turkey in recent years.  We've seen 
corruption on a massive scale.  We have seen cooperation with Iran and sanctions-busting, the harboring 
of Hamas, turning a blind eye to the activities of the Nusra Front and the Islamic State.   
 
 We've seen an uptick in terrorist attacks against the Turkish state by Kurdish separatists as well as 
the Islamic State.  And more recently we have seen a very troubling trend, and that is the consolidation of 
power on the part of President Erdogan.   
 
 So with that context, we are now looking at the potential fallout from Friday night's attempted and 
failed coup.  What I'd like to do is to perhaps begin with Ambassador Edelman.  He has been warning of the 
dangers of consolidated power under President Erdogan for more than a decade.   
 
 I'm going to ask Eric to speak for three or four, perhaps five minutes on how the failed coup will 
impact U.S.-Turkey relations.  Specifically Eric will address the crisis over the Incirlik air base and the 
demands by the Turkish government to extradite the cleric Fethullah Gulen, who is based in the Poconos.   
 
 Tensions really are at an all-time high.  Trust is at an all-time low.  And so Eric, if you could explain 
to us where things are between Ankara and Washington?  Over to you.   
 
 EDELMAN:  Thanks, Jonathan.  It's -- it's great to be with folks today, although the occasion isn't 
exactly a happy one.   
 
 I -- I think first that the situation in Turkey now is going to be unstable for some period of time.  
Even today, there was a shootout in Ankara as the police were trying to apprehend and arrest one of the 
general officers who was believed to be implicated in the -- in the coup.   
 
 The number of people who have been arrested or dismissed from their positions is now 
approaching 20,000, with the suspension of some 9,000 police and Interior Ministry officials, including a 
couple of provincial governors today.   
 
 The number of general officers who have been arrested is about 20 percent of the total number of 
general officers.  And if you look at a map of Turkey and see the number of commands whose commanding 
officers have been relieved as -- as part of the ongoing purge, it stretches all across the country.   
 
 The military had already been an extremely damaged institution as a result of the conspiracy trials, 
the Balyoz, Ergenekon and Cage conspiracies over the last decade.  The prime minister, or former prime 
minister now President Erdogan said on Friday night this might be a God-given opportunity to quote 
"cleanse the military."   



 
 And I think he is going to complete the job that he has been undertaking for some time of 
neutering and -- and making the military an obedient servant of the AKP regime.   
 
 The consequence for the United States of that, and the fact that the police are also going through a 
big purge and that the police are being used essentially as an instrumentality against the army and will 
continue to be in a position, I believe, for some time of tutelage over the army, means that the security 
institutions of Turkey will not be focused on the concerns that we think we share with Turkey, particularly 
those having to do with the terrorist threat and -- and with ISIL.   
 
 And that is before you even get to the moral, ethical question of whether Turkey is going to 
continue to be a -- a democratic partner, a fit partner for the United States and for its other democratic 
NATO allies.   
 
 In -- in specific -- the -- the most specific issue immediately will be the fate, I think, of U.S. access to 
Incirlik and other air bases from which we've been flying missions in Iraq and Syria.  The base was shut 
down and the airspace over it was closed as many of you know for most of Friday and yesterday and 
Sunday.   
 
 It's been reopened, I understand now, and some of that may have been related to whatever role 
military officers might or are alleged to have played at Incirlik in the coup.  The -- the commanding officer 
of -- of Incirlik was one of the military officials who's been relieved of command and taken into custody.   
 
 But it's also clear that the president and the AKP regime are prepared potentially to hold access to 
Incirlik hostage in return for their demand to extradite Fethullah Gulen, the Muslim cleric who lives in -- in -
- in Pennsylvania, who -- whose organization, whose Hizmet community in Turkey has been labeled a 
parallel state by Erdogan and identified as the instigators of the coup, albeit there is, so far as I'm aware, 
not one single shred of evidence that's been adduced to support that proposition yet.   
 
 Secretary Kerry, of course, is -- has said, I -- I think properly, that, you know, we would consider any 
extradition request, well, because we do have an extradition treaty with Turkey, but that it has to actually 
be buttressed with actual real evidence.   
 
 And I would add, this is my view, not Secretary Kerry's view, that it would clearly have to be 
evidence that didn't bear telltale signs of forgery and invention.  That was the hallmark of the evidence 
adduced in Ergenekon, Balyoz and -- and Cage conspiracies.   
 
 I -- I hope that the United States will continue to adhere to that standard that -- that any 
extradition request has to be backed by actual evidence.  And that this doesn't turn into a -- a hostage 
swap arrangement in which we give up Fethullah Gulen in turn -- in return for -- for access to -- to Incirlik.   
 
 If there's actual evidence of Gulen's involvement in the coup, fine.  Then, you know, let the chips 
fall where they may.  But it -- it can't be the kind of falsified evidence that's been used in other, you know, 
other contexts.   
 
 Final point, there have been over the last, you know, 72 hours an upsurge of anti-American 
sentiments being expressed by ministers of the government and media outlets controlled by the 
government or sympathetic to the government, including -- notably including Yeni Safak, a newspaper that 



is run by the prime -- the president's in-laws, which accuses the United States very directly of having been 
behind -- behind this coup.   
 
 Secretary Kerry has already cautioned Foreign Minister Cavusoglu that this is going to be damaging 
to -- to the U.S.-Turkish relationship.  But so far I see no signs, despite the secretary of State's admonition 
to a counterpart, that this kind of, you know, just gross and outrageous anti-American imputation of U.S. 
involvement in the coup is abating at all.   
 
 SCHANZER:  Thank you, Eric.   
 
 I want to now hand the line over to Aykan Erdemir, FDD senior fellow and a former member of 
parliament.  Aykan, if you could just speak to the prospects of a more authoritarian Turkey in the aftermath 
of the coup?  What are we seeing now in terms of mass arrests, the rule of law, the concerns for perhaps 
death penalty or summary executions?   
 
 We've seen some of that already, but what -- what -- what -- at this point what do we think we 
should expect from -- from this crucial NATO and democratic ally? 
 
 ERDEMIR:  Good morning.  It's a pleasure to be speaking to such a distinguished crowd.  Three 
months ago I was quoted in the media as saying that rumors of a military coup in Turkey help alleviate 
Erdogan's democratic and legitimacy deficits.   
 
 And today we can confidently say that a failed coup attempt gives Erdogan a carte blanche.  He at 
this point will go after not only coup plotters but also other dissidents in the country.   
 
 For example, Erdogan already started massive purges in the military, in the police, in the judiciary, 
including the high courts, and among the civil servants.   
 
 Let me just share with you some numbers to show how grave the situation is.  The Interior Ministry 
suspended almost 9,000 civil servants, including 8,000 police, 600 members of the gendarmerie, 30 
provincial governors, and 47 district governors.   
 
 It's even more grave in the judiciary, 2,745 judges and prosecutors have not only been suspended 
but there are arrest warrants for them, and this constitutes a significant percentage of the total number of 
judges and prosecutors.  And 190 high court judges have arrest warrants, including 48 members of the 
Council of State, and 140 members of the high court of appeals. 
 
 Even worse, for the first time in Turkish history two of the 17 constitutional court judges are under 
arrest, and this also leads to questions about the cases that have been brought to the constitutional court 
by the opposition against Erdogan's power grab attempt. 
 
 Of course, beyond the purges and these mass arrests, the situation is also grave on the streets.  
There are conference calls by the government for its supporters to be out in the streets protesting, but this 
is leading to vigilante attacks. 
 
 At the outset this was only against coup plotters, but as of now we hear reports of attacks against 
Syrian refugees, against other religious minority neighborhoods, against at least two churches, one in 
Trabzon, one in Malatya, and also against women with secular clothing.   



 
 So we have reason to fear that things might get out of hand on the streets as Erdogan supporters 
enjoy the new power that they have just attained to dominate the streets and to hunt people whose values 
and way of life they don't like.   
 
 And finally, let me conclude with what could follow with the introduction, the potential 
introduction, of death penalty in Turkey.  Now, at the outset we thought that this was just rhetoric and 
Erdogan is simply appeasing his followers, but things are getting serious at this point. 
 
 There is talk of Erdogan approaching the opposition to pass the death penalty.  This would be a 
clear signal of Turkey turning away from the West because it would end Turkey's European Union 
membership process.   
 
 It would put Turkey's position in the Council of Europe at jeopardy.  And it would also have the 
added spillover effect of further damaging Turkey's Kurdish peace process because a death penalty 
legislation against the coup plotters could then also be brought against the jailed Kurdish leader, Abdullah 
Ocalan, and this could make matters even more complicated in Turkey's southeast, you know, Syria and 
Iraq borders (ph).   
 
 SCHANZER:  Thank you, Aykan.   
 
 I now want to bring in Merve for -- for a few minutes.  And Merve, if you could speak briefly about 
Turkey's coup history.  This is of course not the first time that Turkey's experienced a coup.   
 
 And what made this one different?  Why did it fail?  And -- and what were the -- the factors that 
helped President Erdogan regain control?  If you could just briefly update us on that?   
 
 TAHIROGLU:  Yeah, thank you, Jon, for having me on this call.  So Turkey has had -- between 1960 
and 2000 Turkey had four military coups.  So this is a country that is very familiar with military takeovers. 
 
 Two of these coups were hard coups.  Two of them we called them soft ones, and the last one was 
in 1997 called a post-modern coup because, you know, instead of taking over the prime minister the 
military just issued a -- a communique asking the prime minister to -- to step down, and the prime minister 
did.  So that's why it's called a post-modern coup.   
 
 What made this one different is that most importantly that it happened under the -- the -- the 
justice and development party under the AKP.  The AKP came to power in 2002, basically promising to 
rebalance civil-military relations.  And they've done everything as a party to -- to secure their rule against a 
military intervention. 
 
 Early on they started implementing constitutional reforms that were in line with E.U. regulations, 
so this was done under the auspices of Turkey's E.U. accession process.  But ultimately the -- the top 
objective of these goals was -- the top objective of these reforms was to rebalance the civil-military power 
dynamic. 
 
 Following that, the AKP also pursued all sorts of purges into the military the rightly to -- not the 
grounds of it where the military, former generals and high level staff commanders.  Those colonels (ph) 
were all arrested and then convicted.   



 
 So this -- this entire process was -- was essentially to de-fang the military and it was successful.  
And that created a public perception in Turkey that the era of coups were over. 
 
 Now, this was very important last Friday when -- when these -- these military officers tried to do 
this coup because there was a -- there was a -- Turkey was not -- clearly not the Turkey of 1997 or 1980 
when coups were seen as more acceptable by the -- by the public.   
 
 So when President Erdogan was able to go on Facetime and connect to CNN Turk and talk to the 
Turkish people and call on them to take to the streets and resist the coup, there was already a -- a new 
perception in Turkey among the Turkish public that coups can be resisted.  And these followers were -- 
were -- were immediately able to show their support for the government against the coup. 
 
 I mean, it also is important to note that all opposition parties condemned the coup attempt.  They 
also were in solidarity with the government. 
 
 And Turkey's independent media, which is very interesting because there is not much independent 
media left, but in this situation, but the -- the -- just these -- these insurgents within the army had taken 
control of the Turkish state media. 
 
 And so the -- President Erdogan had to connect and communicate with the Turkish people through 
the independent media.  And independent media, including CNN Turk, which President Erdogan has 
criticized so heavily over the last five years, was able to defend his civilian government against the coup 
and -- and unequivocally condemn this coup attempt. 
 
 So all these reasons in the public perception I think ultimately allowed these people that -- that -- I 
mean, you know, what appears to be tens of thousands of Turkish people to take to the streets and resist 
the coup.  And, you know, my -- my understanding is that once the coup is perceived to be failing it will 
ultimately -- it will fail.  And that's what happened last Friday. 
 
 SCHANZER:  OK.  Thank you, Merve.   
 
 So -- so just to sum up before we take your questions, FDD continues to follow this situation 
closely.  You will continue to see analysis produced by FDD scholars over the coming days and weeks, and 
we want to make sure that you receive it.  If you're not on our list please do let us know. 
 
 We are watching the potential for fallout of diplomatic relations between the United States and 
Turkey.  Things are certainly tense.  I would say that trust is at an all-time low. 
 
 We are watching the potential fallout with NATO.  There were threats issued this morning or at 
least warnings issued this morning by Secretary Kerry about Turkey's continued membership in NATO if it -- 
it embraces the death penalty and if rule of law deteriorates. 
 
 We are watching the impact of this failed coup on the battle against ISIS.  We are fearful that not 
only would Incirlik be off limits to the United States or other bases be limited, but that Turkey itself will be 
more interested in its domestic purge than in battling our shared enemy across the border in Syria and 
Iraq. 
 



 We are -- we're certainly looking at the collapse of rule of law.  It certainly seems that things are 
moving in that direction right now, and we're very fearful that things will continue to deteriorate.  And 
more broadly we're looking at an overall weakening of Turkish democracy.   
 
 This is a process that began long ago under President Erdogan, but certainly he seems to be 
exploiting the current chaos to amass power further.  And this will be something that we will also continue 
to watch.   
 
 With that, I want to open up questions to all of you.  If there's anything we have not answered or if 
there are things that we can explain further, we're very eager to do so in the time that we have allotted.   
 
 OPERATOR:  Ladies and gentlemen, if you would like to ask an audio question at this time, please 
press star one on your touchtone telephone.  Again, to ask an audio question on your touchtone 
telephone, please press star one.   
 
 Your first question comes from the line of [Participant One].  Please proceed.   
 
 [Participant One]:  Hey, can you go into a little bit further who ideologically and mechanically is 
behind the coup?   
 
 ERDEMIR:  Let me try to answer that.  There is still fog of war, but what we can say confidently at 
this point is first of all the coup was not carried out within the hierarchy of the Turkish military.   
 
 This was the case back in 1971 and '80, but the 1960 coup was more like a colonel's coup.  So this 
one was also more at the level of generals and colonels, but not the top brass. 
 
 The number of generals and colonels involved points out that this was a -- a faction within the 
military but not a small faction.  It was quite a sizeable faction, which would make me suspect that this was 
a hybrid coup. 
 
 That is it brought at least three different groups within the military together.  One would be kind of 
nationalist secularists reactionaries to Erdogan.  The second could be sympathizers of the Gulen 
community, and the third would be those officers who were fearing either investigations or early 
retirement later-ish in July or next month, who joined the effort out of probably their own career 
ambitions. 
 
 So I think ultimately once all of this ends up in court we will see that this was a -- a mixed crowd 
with different sets of motivations.   
 
 SCHANZER:  While we wait for -- for other calls or other questions, rather, to line up, I want to just 
remind everyone on the call that we are going to have an event here at FDD on Thursday.  We will continue 
to unpack what is a very complicated story coming out of Turkey.   
 
 So we welcome you to come for lunch at noon. Please do RSVP to -- to Boris or -- or others at FDD.  
We'll make sure that you have -- have a chair.   
 
 Are there other -- other question in the queue?   
 



 OPERATOR:  Yes.  Your next question comes from the line of [Participant Two].  Please proceed. 
 
 [Participant Two]:  Yes, good morning.  Thanks for holding this call.  I -- I was wondering, with 
respect to Ambassador Edelman's comment about the dangers of the Incirlik situation turning into 
something of a hostage swap between our continued use and access there and -- and -- and potential 
extradition request for -- for Gulen, I was wondering if you could highlight for us what you think might be 
some of the sort of warning signs?   
 
 I mean, what should we be looking for in evaluating, you know, that as a potential danger zone for 
U.S.-Turkish relations, and -- and as that situation moves forward?  What -- what would you identify as the 
-- the sort of -- the bellwether signs of that kind of a problem or -- or how it is that this Turkish government 
approaches these challenges?   
 
 EDELMAN:  Well, you know, the reasons for concern, let me just review those first and then -- and 
then I'll try to answer your question, were the -- the shutting down of the electricity to -- to Incirlik and 
then the shutdown of operations there.  Those have now been resumed.   
 
 That may well have been, you know, connected with, as I said, the detention of the -- the base 
commander and some others who they believe were possibly involved in the coup, but also obviously 
served to send a message.   
 
 Combined with Erdogan's comment when he demanded that Gulen be extradited to Turkey, he 
basically said we've never refused, you know, to send any terrorist to the United States.  So if you don't 
send him you're -- you know, you're -- you're clearly, you know, not on the -- on the side of Turkey.   
 
 And then the drumbeat of comments by ministers alleging that, you know, we are behind -- behind 
this coup.  The -- Minister Soylu, the labor minister has been most vocal, but now it's coming from all sorts 
of AKP party officials and, as I said, media associated with Erdogan and the government.   
 
 The -- the question, you know, what the -- you know, what do the Turkish -- what did the Turkish 
government actually ask for?  And as Secretary Kerry has said, as far as I'm aware, there's never actually 
been a formal extradition request. 
 
 The irony here, by the way, is that Fethullah Gulen fled Turkey in 1999 because of a video released 
by the military, you know, accusing him of wanting to overthrow the institutions of the state.  So the idea 
that he's now behind a military coup is, you know, kind of ironic. 
 
 Doesn't mean it's not possible that there is some Gulenist involvement, although I think it's also 
very important to separate, you know, Gulen from his followers in Turkey.  I mean, as Aykan was saying, it 
may well be that it turns out that there are some Gulenist officers who were involved in this coup attempt.   
 
 Judging by the numbers who have been arrested, the numbers of commanders who have been 
relieved, this is an extremely large plot that goes -- it -- it goes well beyond what anybody I think would 
believe would be the number of officers that Gulen has possibly -- the movement has infiltrated into the 
military.   
 
 Oh, by the way, I think it's very important to recall how -- how did these Gulenist officers get into 
the military in the first place?  And there I think it's important to recall that about eight, nine years ago -- 



Aykan and Merve will remember the date better than I do -- but when I was ambassador from 2003 to 
2005 every year at the YAS, the senior military, you know, council meeting on August 1, some number of 
officers were expelled from the military for irtica, which is reaction or essentially fundamentalism.   
 
 That stopped under the AKP.  They -- they ultimately decided to stop doing that.  And to the degree 
that the military has been infiltrated by Gulen it was in fact the AKP administration that, you know, opened 
the door to this and -- and let it happen.   
 
 What -- what will be the signs?  I think, you know, an increased drumbeat of statements by 
ministers, stories in -- in favored press outlets by the -- of the regime, talking about possibly closing down 
U.S. operations in Incirlik and elsewhere because we're not just operating out of Incirlik now.  We're 
operating out of a number of other bases in southeastern Turkey.   
 
 It may be they shut down access initially to some of those outlying bases like Batman  and some 
others before they shut down Incirlik.  So we might see a kind of escalating, you know, pressure on the U.S. 
to turn over, you know, to turn over Gulen. 
 
 You know, in some ways this is a little bit reminiscent of, you know, what happened in -- in Iran in 
1979 with the demands that the United States, you know, turn back the -- the Shah to -- to the Iranians.   
 
 So, you know, if there's a, you know -- if there is an actual -- if we find out from the State 
Department that there is an actual extradition request, a formal one that's actually been lodged with the 
Department of -- of State, and then the question of what evidence will they adduce?   
 
 Even columnists in Turkey, who are under, you know, how can I put it, extraordinary pressures 
right now in terms of what they write publicly, have said that although the government's been very quick 
to accuse Gulen of doing this, so far not a single shred of evidence has been put forward to -- to support 
this notion.   
 
 Now, maybe it exists, but if you look at the videos that were displayed today of senior military 
officers bearing all the signs of having been beaten, paraded before the cameras before their 
interrogations start in the Ankara police headquarters, it -- it, you know, makes one worry a little bit about 
the quality of the evidence.   
 
 So I think we've got to keep our eye on two things.  You know, what -- what is being said both 
publicly and privately by the government of Turkey about U.S. complicity in the coup, about U.S. access to 
bases, about Gulen's role and the demand for his return.   
 
 And then of course the -- what the administration is saying about this and any indication that it 
might be willing to give up Gulen absent really meeting a very high bar of evidence.  Given both what we 
see going on in Turkey today and what's gone on in these trials in the past, I think the bar has to be very 
high. 
 
 SCHANZER:  Thanks, Eric. 
 
 Just want to let everybody know on the call that FDD is -- we have been working on research that 
we're now accelerating given current events where we are looking at the possibilities that are open to the 
United States to move assets out of Incirlik and other bases in Turkey to potentially more stable grounds. 



 
 This was something that we were looking on -- looking at both in the Turkish context and the 
Qatari context in light of their support for various terrorist organizations and how that really conflicted 
with U.S. policy goals in the Middle East.   
 
 I think that the failed coup and the aftermath, the absence of rule of law and -- and the other 
concerns that we have, have obviously exacerbated our concerns.   
 
 And so we will be producing a report along these lines looking at alternatives to Incirlik and our 
other bases.  We will be happy to share that work with you, hopefully in the next week or so.  So keep an 
eye out for that.   
 
 Operator, are there other questions in the queue?   
 
 OPERATOR:  There are no additional questions at this time.  As a reminder, ladies and gentlemen, 
please press star one if you would like to ask an audio question. 
 
 Your next question comes from the line of [Participant Three].  Please proceed.   
 
 [Participant Three]:  Hi.  I was wondering if you could go over the numbers of the individuals who 
have been arrested in each branch or -- or department of -- of the government one more time? 
 
 ERDEMIR:  Sure.  The numbers actually are being updated as we speak because there are constant 
purges.  For example, just I got report of 1,500 purges at the Ministry of Finance.  But overall so far we 
have approximately 9,000 at the Interior Ministry, 8,000 of which is police, 614 gendarmerie, 30 provincial 
governors, 47 district governors.   
 
 At the courts 2,745 judges and prosecutors have arrest warrants.  They've been suspended.  198 
high court judges, out of which 48 are members of the Council of State, 140 are members of the high court 
of appeals.  And two of the 17 constitutional court judges are under arrest.   
 
 So far there are 6,000 soldiers under arrest.  We believe roughly one-third of the 220 brigadier 
generals in the Turkish Army are currently under arrest.  That's one-third.  And one-seventh of the major-
generals.  That is 10 out of 70 of the major-generals are under arrest.   
 
 And we believe that purges will continue because earlier today the president of the Higher 
Education Council in Turkey kind of hinted that the purges would now start at the universities.  So I expect 
the numbers to reach at least 30,000 maybe by the end of tomorrow.   
 
 [Participant Three]:  Thank you.   
 
 OPERATOR:  Your next question comes from the line of [Participant Four].  Please proceed.   
 
 QUESTION:  Yeah, hi.  I think it was mentioned earlier on the call that, you know, this coup may 
have been carried out mostly by kind of more mid-level colonel types.   
 
 And I'm just wondering if someone can comment on whether just given the number of resources 
that were used, fighter jets, tanks, you know, personnel carriers, and the number of soldiers that were 



involved, is it possible or even likely that -- that more senior level officials, you know, higher level generals 
did not know about this?  Or that -- or that they may have had some sort of knowledge and looked the 
other way?   
 
 EDELMAN:  Aykan, maybe I can start and -- and then you can...   
 
 ERDEMIR:  OK.   
 
 EDELMAN:  ... you can -- I mean, what strikes me about this is that first of all we know that Turkey 
is a deeply divided and polarized society.  And what -- what I think the events of Friday and Saturday 
demonstrated is that those divisions and that polarization actually extends in, you know, into the military. 
 
 It -- it -- it does -- I mean, we're -- it does appear there were a number of general officers involved 
in this, although the initiative may have come from lower down.  But the former chief of staff of the air 
force, for instance was involved. 
 
 So you had air force units both flying missions for the coup and also against the coup.  And you had 
similar, you know, I think divisions among -- in the army with the armored forces, et cetera.   
 
 So I -- I think that, you know, it's not the case that there were no general officers involved.  There 
appear to have been a number of general officers involved, although it's going to be very difficult in the 
days ahead to tell who was really involved and who was just being caught up in this larger purge that 
Erdogan, I think, has wanted to do for some time and now has, you know, as -- as Aykan said, carte blanche 
to do.   
 
 SCHANZER:  Aykan, do you want to add to that? 
 
 ERDEMIR:  Just a few more comments.  It -- it seems that the -- the coup plotters were heavily 
drawn from among the air force and the gendarmerie.  Then they were followed by the navy.  And the -- 
the land forces -- army were, I think, the missing elements here.  And probably that led to the failure of the 
coup.   
 
 And unlike the '60 coup, this was not necessarily a colonels' coup so it -- it was mostly I think mid-
level generals.  You know, the top brass was out of it and then it was these brigadier generals, major-
generals together with colonels trying to carry this forward.   
 
 And we now know that the -- the -- the chief of staff of the army, of the Turkish Army, was actually 
held hostage by the coup plotters.  They tried to coerce him into joining the coup.  And he was also ill-
treated.   
 
 We know that he suffered some injuries while he was being strangled by the coup plotters.  But I 
think he stood his ground and that played a major role in the downfall of the coup attempt.   
 
 SCHANZER:  Operator, are there other questions?   
 
 OPERATOR:  Yes.  Your next question comes from the line of [Participant One].  Please proceed.   
 



 [Participant One]:  Hey, can you comment on the recently imposed FAA ban between -- or for air 
travel between Turkey and the U.S.?  What -- what's the rational basis for that?  And also do you see that 
as a -- a long-term set of facts?   
 
 ERDEMIR:  Now, what led to the actual FAA ban is the Turkish government made a call for its 
supporters to start demonstrations not only in town squares but also at the airports.  So there was a -- a 
rush of people to Istanbul's Ataturk Airport, which is actually the site of a recent ISIS attack.   
 
 And to the best that we know, the airport's security perimeter was breached.  People were out in 
the tarmac.  So from aviation professionals' point of view the airport is no longer secure.   
 
 There can be weapons and bombs planted in different parts of the airport.  And until the whole 
airport is canvassed and checked for weapons and ammunition, I think the FAA ban will be in place.   
 
 SCHANZER:  Thanks, Aykan.   
 
 Other questions operator?   
 
 OPERATOR:  Yes.  Your next question comes from the line of [Participant Five].  Please proceed.   
 
 [Participant Five]:  Hey, thanks again for doing the call today.  My question is about the future of 
any type of democratic opposition movements going forward in Turkey.   
 
 I mean, do you think we're in for a long ride here of continued oppression and a push away from 
the modern secular state that Ataturk had kind of envisioned?  Do you think there will be any conceivable 
pushback against Erdogan -- Erdogan and his attempts to really clamp down in the near future? 
 
 SCHANZER:  Eric, do you want to take a first shot at that?  I'm not sure if we lost Eric.   
 
 EDELMAN:  No.  I'm sorry.  I was -- I was on mute, Jonathan.   
 
 You know, I think...   
 
 SCHANZER:  OK.   
 
 EDELMAN:  ... it might -- it might be better for, you know, Aykan to -- to take this on.  I mean, my 
concern is that although it was clear that all of the parties came out against the coup, you know, what's 
going on now, the -- the demands for retribution are so great.  You know, there's a lot of -- there have been 
a lot of people in the streets demanding that, you know, traitor journalists be arrested. 
 
 You know, we've seen the purge of the state institutions is -- is going on apace, but they have shut 
down a lot of independent news portals on -- on the Internet.  And I think it's only a matter of time before 
we start seeing even more journalists swept up in this. 
 
 So now I think the prospects -- I mean, the prospects for democratic opposition in Turkey were 
already not great, in part because of the deficiencies of the opposition parties, but I -- I expect them to be 
even less effective as, you know, at least in the next period here. 
 



 SCHANZER:  Aykan?   
 
 ERDEMIR:  I also agree with the Ambassador Edelman.  Though there's a glimmer of hope and that 
hope comes from the fact that all three opposition parties right from the very start had an unequivocal 
condemnation of the coup.  And they were in the parliament while the parliament building was bombed, 
and they stood their ground until the very end. 
 
 So Erdogan will not have the opportunity to delegitimize the opposition parties, including the pro-
Kurdish HDP.  In fact, the HDP, I think, have emerged stronger from this coup attempt because they were 
clearly behind the elected government. 
 
 The -- the same goes for Turkey's independent media, critical media, because Erdogan's state 
media was taken over by the coup plotters.  But it was thanks to independent media that Erdogan is always 
very critical of, that Erdogan survived the coup attempt.  It was through, again, independent media that 
Erdogan could appeal to the people.   
 
 Though his supporters are not as generous at this point.  For example, a journalist from that critical 
media outlet was lynched by Erdogan’s supporters.  And there have been over a dozen news portals, many 
of which are very critical of the coup attempt, that have been closed now.   
 
 So I think the retributions will continue.  The opposition parties and independent media have the 
moral high ground.  They have legitimacy to continue, but whether Erdogan or his supporters will respect 
that only time can tell.   
 
 SCHANZER:  You know, I would want to add one more thing.  It's Jonathan Schanzer here.   
 
 One of the -- when we think about the sort of Ataturk's vision for -- for Turkey, one of the things 
that we've watched in -- in recent years is Erdogan's foreign policy, which has been decidedly Islamist.  We 
have seen support from his government for a range of Islamist parties, violent Islamic factions, that I think 
would have probably made Ataturk roll over in his grave. 
 
 Whether it was the support for Hamas, we've identified roughly a dozen Hamas members that 
were active inside Turkey, turning a blind eye to the activities of jihadis on the Syrian border, whether that 
would be the Nusra Front, Ahrar al-Sham, possibly even ISIS.  There have been -- there's been no shortage 
of jihadists who have exploited that border.   
 
 What we -- what we've seen in recent weeks is I -- I think a shift on the part of -- of Erdogan that he 
engaged in this normalization or reconciliation agreement with the Israelis.  There was a sense of trying to 
work more closely with the United States in its battle against the Islamic State.  And we saw some -- some 
improvements in this regard. 
 
 The concern that we have right now is that in the aftermath of the coup all of these small 
improvements may unravel yet again, with Erdogan essentially having a free hand to engage in the foreign 
policy of his choosing, not to mention the domestic issues that we've covered today.   
 
 Operator, are there other questions?   
 



 OPERATOR:  Yes.  And that as a reminder, ladies and gentlemen, if you would like to ask an audio 
question please press star one at this time.   
 
 Your next question comes from the line of [Participant Six].  Please proceed.   
 
 [Participant Six]:  Thank you guys for doing this -- this call.  I guess my question is, you know, a lot 
of commentators have talked about the leverage that Erdogan has over U.S. policy and its policy of our 
European allies in that, you know, yields this deal for migrants into Europe, as well as holds out the 
prospect of greater cooperation against ISIS and as well as access to the Incirlik base.   
 
 My question though is what -- what is the U.S. leverage over Erdogan?  Where -- where can we put 
pressure on him to perhaps moderate his internal crackdown, moderate his demands against the U.S., and 
ensure continued cooperation against ISIS?   
 
 EDELMAN:  Eric here.  [Participant Six], it's a -- it's a good question.  You know, so traditionally the -
- the Turkish government has relied on the U.S. for help and help with -- with the E.U. and with our 
European allies in promoting Turkey's case for being treated like a European power.   
 
 I -- I would say there is some, you know, continued leverage potentially in the TTIP negotiations 
and just how Turkey is treated in that.  And there is some leverage of course in -- in what we do with 
Kurdish groups in -- in Syria. 
 
 But -- but, you know, to be honest, I think a lot of the traditional leverage is, you know, not as great 
as we -- as it used to be.  So for instance, if they bring back the death penalty, you know, it will pretty much 
be the end of their E.U. candidacy, which has already been kind of, I wouldn't say dead in the water, but, 
you know, rowing very slowly, you know, for some time. 
 
 And TTIP, I mean, you know, you tell me because you're in a better position to know, but my -- my 
sense is we're not going to see a TTIP even in a lame duck session given the attitude of the two presidential 
-- presumptive presidential nominees.  So I'm not sure TTIP is much, you know, frankly that much leverage, 
you know, leverage either. 
 
 There may be some potential U.S. leverage if we're willing to use it with regard to the Turkish 
economy.  You know, the -- Deputy Prime Minister Simsek has said that the Central Bank is going to do 
whatever it takes to support the Turkish lira, which, you know, took a tremendous pounding over the week 
-- the weekend.   
 
 The, you know, events going on in the country I don't think are likely to be very conducive to 
stability.  I think you're going to see a lot of hot money leaving the -- leaving the country.   
 
 I think you're going to see a lot of capital flight.  I think you may see a brain drain beginning to 
develop as a lot of secular Turks draw the conclusion that there is no future for them in -- in Turkey as -- as 
currently, you know, trending.   
 
 So I mean, it may be that the Turkish economy really becomes a cropper (ph) in which case we will 
have some leverage because of our role in the IMF and also just in general our -- our role in the 
international economy.  But we would have to be prepared to actually use it against them.   
 



 SCHANZER:  We'll take one more, operator, if there's another -- another question?   
 
 OPERATOR:  Yes.  Your final question comes from the line of [Participant Seven].  Please proceed.   
 
 QUESTION:  Hi.  I was wondering if you had heard anything about outside involvement in the coup, 
whether that be with the Kurds or Russia or any number of other -- other countries?  Has that come up at 
all or any really outside foreign involvement?   
 
 ERDEMIR:  So far the only accusation about outside involvement has come from the -- the minister 
of labor from the ruling party, Suleyman Soylu, who on live TV said that the United States was behind the 
coup.  He then added that the United States' plans and ambitions were behind terrorism in Turkey's 
southeast, as well as troubles in Iraq and Syria.   
 
 But out of this there is no mention -- outside of this there is no mention of any connection to any 
other countries.   
 
 SCHANZER:  OK.  Well, we're I think -- I think at the end of our call.  I want to thank Ambassador 
Edelman, I want to thank Aykan and Merve for joining the call today.  I want to thank you all for being on it.  
Just want to remind everyone again that we have an event coming up here at FDD on Thursday, so please 
do join.   
 
 Please follow myself and Aykan and Merve on social media.  We'll continue to provide updates 
over the days and weeks to come. Again, keep an eye out for our report on alternatives to Incirlik and -- 
and other products that FDD will be producing.   
 
 And of course look on FDD's website where we will have a page up later today with resources on 
the failed coup and other aspects of Turkey that we continue to watch.   
 
 It actually looks like we have one more question in the queue, operator.  Is it possible to get one 
more in before we're done?   
 
 OPERATOR:  Yes.  One moment and I will open that line.  And that final question comes from the 
line of [Participant Eight].  Please proceed, sir.   
 
 [Participant Eight]:  Yes, good morning.  Thank you very much for hosting this conference call.  My 
question was briefly touched upon earlier and it was with regards to how Russia may be involved.   
 
 But my question concerns how Turkey, if it continues to alienate the European Union and United 
States, do you foresee that it would start to ally itself more with Russia and given its geostrategic position 
with -- within the Black Sea region and Russia's interest in opening up itself to access to the 
Mediterranean?  How do you foresee a -- a relationship developing between the two?   
 
 EDELMAN:  Well, my -- my view is that, and I was going to add this comment to what Aykan said, is 
that President Putin, I think, smells a -- an opportunity here.  You know, Turkish-Russian relations up to the 
shoot down, you know, last -- last year of a Russian plane had been reasonably good.   
 
 It took a terrible turn for the worst, obviously, after the shoot down.  And it was in part because 
the -- the Turks found themselves on opposite sides with  the Russians of the proxy conflict that's playing 



out in Syria.  But I think what we've seen in the last few weeks has been a kind of a rapprochement with -- 
with Russia.   
 
 I think, you know, there's obviously a kind of -- a sympathetic vibration between Erdogan and the 
[inaudible].  One runs and the other aspires to run.   
 
 And in -- in that sense, given the likely downturn in Turkey's relations with the E.U. and with -- with 
the United States, what we're seeing right now I think Russia's likely to see itself and to try and make itself 
one of the main beneficiaries of this.   
 
 I think Iran, frankly, will be another beneficiary of this.   
 
 SCHANZER:  And thank you.  If I can...   
 
 ERDEMIR:  Let me just add -- let me just add one comment to that.  We know that some of the 
hardline secular nationalist types in the Turkish military have what we call Eurasian-ist sympathies, that 
they used to think, at least back in late 1990s and early 2000s, that Turkey's republican traditions could be 
better preserved not under the umbrella of the NATO but under the umbrella of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization.   
 
 But during the -- the purges and the show trials over the last, let's say, five years, many of these 
officers have been sidelined.  So today I wouldn't be surprised of some of the coup plotters also belong to 
that line of thinking, too.   
 
 So the coup attempt could cut both ways.  It could distance Turkey from the West, but at the same 
time it might have led to the purge and arrest of officers whose sympathies lie more with the Eurasian-ist 
alternative with the Shanghai Cooperation Organization.   
 
 SCHANZER:  OK.  Thank you, Aykan.  And again, thank you to Ambassador Edelman and to Merve.  
We're going to wrap up here.  There were more than 90 of you on this call so we thank you very much for 
your interest.   
 
 Please do stay in touch.  If we can answer any of your questions, follow up in any way, please be in 
touch with our -- with our government relations team.  Boris Zilberman, who kicked off the call, is available 
night and day.  And -- and we look forward to our next call with you, and thank you very much for joining.   
 
 OPERATOR:  Thank you for your participation in today's conference.  This concludes the 
presentation.  You may now disconnect.  Have a wonderful day. 
 


